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out to make a survey of England and particularly of the monastic libraries
just before the dissolution was begun. He spent six years on travel and survey,
and made an enormous collection of notes on which he meant to base a Descrip-
tion of the Realm of England. He died before writing this, but his notes were
preserved and were published by the Oxford antiquary, Thomas Hearne, in
the early eighteenth century. Leland's England was a country of market-
towns, magnificent abbeys, gentlemen's " seats " (a new feature, increasing
after the dissolution of the monasteries), tilth and pasture, common and woodland.

Edward VI. who succeeded his father on the throne on 28th January 1547,
was a boy of nine years old and of infirm health. He was intelligent, and rather
cold, almost callous, it seemed. As, however, he was only fifteen when he died,
little can be said about him, favourable or unfavourable : he cannot have had
any effect upon policy.

Queen Catherine Parr, within about three months of King Henry's death,
married Lord Seymour of Sudeley, younger brother of the Earl of Hertford;
she died after giving birth to a daughter in August 1548. Lord Seymour seems
then to have thought of marrying the Princess Elizabeth, who was a girl of sixteen,
living at Hatfield House, a royal residence. Elizabeth, though by no means of
a cold nature like that of her brother Edward, escaped from Lord Seymour's
attentions by saying that she could not engage herself without consent of the
king's council. Lord Seymour, an extremely ferocious, dissolute, and dangerous
man, was condemned on a charge of treason by Bill of Attainder in 1549 and was
executed. Henry VIII. had left behind him in his court a cloud of intrigue,
treachery, and cruelty ; it was in this poisoned atmosphere that the last Tudor
king had to live.

There was one man who, though ambitious, was also honest and public-
spirited. This was Edward Seymour, Earl of Hertford, uncle of the king,
created Lord Protector and Duke of Somerset (it might be said that he created
himself) on the accession of Edward VI. Although he paid himself well, he had
the interest of the king and the interest of the common people at heart, and
he was a good steward for the crown. He was a religious man too, what is called
a moderate reformer, and he brought the Reformation in England on to a middle
way, much the same as that which, after the reaction of Mary's reign, Elizabeth
was to establish for all time.

Somerset first turned his attention to Scotland, still at war with England.
He had received as a charge from the dying Henry VIII. to complete the union
of the two countries by means of the marriage of Edward and Mary. He prayed
to God: " Have an eye on this small island of Britain." His vision was for one
kingdom of the English and Scots, " with the sea for a wall and mutual love for
a garrison." He only asked for fulfilment of the Treaty of Greenwich, As the
Scots persisted in refusing to carry out its terms, he took an army to Scotland,